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Pandemic Leave Disaster Payment
Pandemic Leave Disaster Payment has been extended.
Claims open on 20 July 2022 onwards.
Pandemic Leave Disaster Payment is a lump sum payment to help during the time you can’t work and earn income
because you have to:
•

self-isolate or quarantine due to COVID-19, as required by your state or territory government

•

care for someone who has to self-isolate or quarantine due to COVID-19, as required by their state or territory
government.

How much you get depends on the hours of work you lost. For each 7 day period of self-isolation, quarantine or
caring, we’ll pay you:
•

$450 if you lost at least 8 hours or a full day’s work, and less than 20 hours of work

•

$750 if you lost 20 hours or more of work.

If you lost less than 8 hours or a full day’s work during the 7 day period of self-isolation, quarantine or caring, you
won’t be eligible for this payment. A full day’s work is the hours you were scheduled to work or would usually work
on a given day. This includes not being able to attend a full time, part time or casual shift of less than 8 hours.
You must also meet both of the following requirements to be eligible:
•

you’ve lost at least 8 hours or a full day’s work

•

you have liquid assets of less than $10,000 on the first day of the period you’re claiming for. Liquid assets are
any funds readily available to you in cash or savings, or assets that can easily be changed into cash. For example,
money loaned to other people.

You must submit a claim within 14 days of the start of each 7 day period of self-isolation, quarantine or caring.
This payment is taxable income and needs to be included in your income tax return for the relevant financial year.

Government Services—closer than you think - Miles, Chinchilla & Tara
We can help you with Centrelink, Medicare and other government programs and services. We’re all an Agent of the
Australian Government Department of Human Services. Using our computers, you can log into your myGov account and do
your business on the spot. If you don’t have a myGov account, we’ll help you to set one up.
You can access the phone self service or speak to a department service officer. If you’d rather use your mobile phone or
tablet, we’ve got free Wi-Fi available 24/7. You don’t need a password so you can get online straight away. You can also use
the Wi-Fi to download and install the Express Plus mobile apps. We can help you set up your digital services if you’re not sure
what to do. You can also lodge forms, get your identity documents certified and pick up brochures.

Murilla Community Centre, 73A Murilla St, Miles. We’re open Monday - Friday from 9am to 4pm or call 07 4627
2027 to make an appointment.
In Chinchilla, you an visit the Chinchilla Family Support Centre in 67/71 Middle St. Monday to Friday 8:30am to
4pm or call 07 4662 8528 to make an appointment.
Tara Neighbourhood Centre at 41 Day Street is open Monday to Friday 9am to 12pm and 1pm to 4pm. Please
call 07 4665 3508 to make an appointment.

Police NEWS

4

Miles
July 2022 was a busy month for the police officers at
the Miles Police Station. There were a number of thefts
from, and damage caused, to CSG well heads in the
Dulacca, Tara, Chinchilla and Miles Police Divisions.
The criminals responsible for these offences have a
good working knowledge of well heads and where to
find copper cabling that they steal and subsequently
hock at steel recyclers in other towns. Police from
Miles, Dalby, Tara and Chinchilla, as well as detectives
from Dalby CIB and Roma Major Organised Crime
Squad, have commenced a collaborative operation
focussed on the detecting and disrupting of the rural
thefts that have been experienced throughout these
policing divisions. It is hoped that this operation will
be successful in finally deterring further rural property
thefts and damage.
However, as with most police work, police cannot
attack this criminal scourge without the help from
members of the public. Police need the eyes and ears
of people who see suspicious activity and then report
those activities to police by calling 000 if the crime is
happening there and then, or call Crime Stoppers on
1800 333 000, or call Policelink on 131 444. The Police
Station in Miles may not always have officers readily
available, but if you call and leave a message police will
get in contact with you as soon as they can.
In the middle of July, 14 vehicles, the majority of
which were linked to the energy hub construction
businesses who employ a DIDO workforce, were
targeted by vandals, who pierced the sidewalls of the
tyres of the vehicles. This caused thousands of dollars
in damages and also lost productivity for the workers
who were stranded in Miles township. Police are still
in need of any evidence whatsoever that may lead to
the identification of the offender(s) and subsequent
judicial consequences for these vandalising grubs.
Any information, no matter how insignificant you
think it may be, could lead to the eventual arrest and
charging of the offender(s).

July also had the Liberty servo and the Acton Health
Pharmacy and Newsagent in Miles attacked by criminal
miscreants who used a sledge hammer to smash their
way through the glass doors of those businesses and
to steal some property, including watches, cigarettes
and a small amount of cash.
The damage that was left behind caused the loss
of thousands of dollars in repair cost alone. CCTV
footage from both businesses revealed that a number
of persons were responsible for the break and enter
offences. They drove a white Toyota Camry that was
stolen from Toowoomba earlier that day, to Miles,
where they committed the smash and grab crimes. The
offenders then drove to Chinchilla where police found
the car burnt out in some scrub. It is not the first time
that criminals from outside of town have apparently
randomly targeted business in the Miles CBD.
Police urge all residents of Miles, Condamine and
nearby districts to be security aware; if these filthy
grubs can violently target businesses who have taken
appropriate security precautions, they can do the same
to your dwelling.
Make it hard for thieves to steal any of your property.
Lock up. That means lock and secure your house, your
shed and your car! Police are amazed at how many
people in Miles still leave their cars with the keys in the
ignition in their driveways or on the street. You may
believe that Miles is a generally law-abiding town with
reasonably low crime rates, and, for the most part, you
would be correct. However, just think about how many
thousands of cars and trucks drive through Miles along
the Warrego and Leichhardt Highways every day. Not
all people who drive cars and trucks are criminals, but
all criminals drive cars on the highways through our
beautiful towns on the Western Downs. These type of
criminals are opportunistic and they know very well
that country folk are good folk who do not steal from
their neighbours, so they leave their houses, sheds and
cars unlocked, believing that their neighbours won’t
steal from them.

Police NEWS
The criminal scumbags who target small towns have
no conscience and have no sympathy for their victims;
these people will steal from anybody, regardless of
how hard their victims had to work to get what they
own. They will even steal from their grannies.
Make it hard for criminals to steal from you; lock up,
install motion detecting flood lights (criminals are like
cockroaches – they love the darkness and they scurry
away in bright light), install CCTV systems. CCTV and
flood lights are not cheap. However, if a thousand
dollars investment in home security saves you from
losing a lifetime’s worth of property, that security
precaution just paid for itself.
In the meantime, please look after yourself. Look after
your neighbours. Report suspicious behaviour. Make
your dashcam or CCTV footage available for police to
view and, perhaps use, in order to bring criminals before
a court of law. Miles and district is a lovely place to live.
Please help police to keep the Western Downs a great
place to raise a family, build a home, and retire in.
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NAIDOC Week
Source: https://mypolice.qld.gov.au/
On Wednesday, July 6, community members and police
from Miles came together to celebrate NAIDOC Week,
recognising an important
opportunity for all Australians
to come together to celebrate
the rich history, diverse
cultures and achievements of
our First Nations peoples.
This event was a cumulation of significant partnerships
developed by the dedicated members of the Miles
Police to build and foster relationships with all
members of the Miles community.
The event also saw the raising of the flags which
included the addition of three new flag poles to allow
the flying of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
flags alongside the Australian and Queensland flags at
the front of the Miles Police Station.
This NAIDOC Week, we’re
committing to Get up! Stand
up! Show up!

Miles Police Station
32 Constance Street, Miles QLD 4415
Phone: 07 4622 9797

DOGWOOD CROSSING, MILES | JOHN MULLINS MEMORIAL ART GALLERY

Bimblebox 153 Birds
Curator Jill Sampson, Audio compilation and mixing by Boyd

Surrounded by Nature
Christopher Osborne

3 SEPTEMBER – 29 OCTOBER 2022

Exhibition Opening Friday 2 September 2022, 6.30pm

Image caption (L): Heather Kepski, Brolgas, 2014, Hand-painted woodcut.
Image caption (R): Christopher Osborne, Contemplating wildlife (detail) 2020 Gouache
on Mi-Teintes Touch paper, 265mm x 195mm

CURVED WALL | FACES OF THE GOLDEN AGE
Jaguar Ngo
81 Murilla Street, Miles, QLD 4415
07 4628 5330

Follow us:

dogwood.crossing@wdrc.qld.gov.au
dogwoodcrossing.com

@dogwoodcrossingmiles

Scan for
more info
and to
register for
this event.

The John Mullins
Memorial Art
Gallery is proudly
sponsored by
Murilla Hardware
Supplies
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Personal NOTICES

7

Zac Jamie Rouse,
passed away,
aged 25years,
unexpectedly on
17th June 2022. His
family and friends
celebrated his life
on the 1st July 2022
in Chinchilla.

On the 28th June
2022, many family
and friends gathered
to celebrate June
Wades’ 90th birthday
at her home in Miles.

Geoff Kibble,
beloved husband
of Cathy, much
loved father and
granddad passed
away on 25th
June 2022.

Robin Derksen
(Indigenous Elder)
raising the Indigious
flag at the Miles
Police Station as
part of NAIDOC
celebrations.

A celebration of
his life was held
in Miles.

Raymond Henry
Murray, much loved
father, pop & great
pop passed away
peacefully on 24th June
2022.
Thursday
Servicing Miles, Dulacca, Condamine & Surrounds
PLUS – WE CAN COME TO YOU—HUGE SAVINGS ON TRAVEL
Now also different small & large animal outcall consults on Tuesday afternoons.

On 30th June 2022
relatives and friends
celebrated his life.

Visiting Condamine & Surrounds for your convenience.
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
For Bookings Phone 07 4662 7637
204 Gormleys Rd Chinchilla QLD 4413 I 23-25 Marian St Miles QLD 4415
(07) 4662 7637 I A/H 0439 736 067

Gregory Nornman
Sharpe - ‘Sharpy’,
beloved father,
adored granddad
and friend (aged 70
years), passed away
on 22nd June 2022.
His life celebration
was held in Chinchilla.

TARA AND DISTRICT

COMMUNITY PLAN
Have
Your
Say!

Follow the Tara
Neighbourhood
Centre Facebook
page for upcoming
community
consultation events
Scan the QR code
to complete the
community survey

For further information email taracommunityplan@gmail.com

This initiative is a partnership between Tara
Neighbourhood Centre and Shell QGC

Historical
Village
Museum
&
Visitor
INFORMATION CENTRE
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NEWS

Written and photos by: Carol Tribe & Amy Bevan

SCHOOL VISITS Over the last two months we have had
five school visits from schools based in Chinchilla, Roma
and the Sunshine Coast. The village was able to provide
an interesting and engaging historical experience for
these differing age groups studying Australian History.
SCHOOL HOLIDAYS Many visitors took the time over
the school holidays to stop by the Historical Village
Museum. A lot of children enjoyed the challenge of
the ‘William Miles Hunt’ where they have to find seven
William Miles figures hidden amongst the village
displays.
During the first week of the holidays many families
travelled to Miles for the Zone 5 Under 10’s 35kg Rugby
League Carnival. The organisers did a fantastic job and
we would like to thank them and all of the attending
families who visited and supported the Village.
TOURS AND COACH GROUPS
On 17th June, Discovery Coach
Tours had a Seniors group visit
and lunch. A big thank you to
our team of volunteers who
provided sandwiches and soup
to the group. Being the first
Discovery Coach
ever trip out to Miles and the
Group enjoying
Village for many of the visitors,
lunch.
they enjoyed their time here
and we had a lot of positive feedback.

Volunteeers: Ann
Gibbons & Janene
Banks

We have had some New
South Wales tourists booking
in for visits and guided tours
as travellers continue to head
north, up the coast or west to
tour the outback. Our Guided
Tours are available through
the week and bookings can be
made via phone or a website
booking.

ONLINE GIFT CARD LAUNCH The Miles Historical Village
Museum has launched a digital gift card feature on our
website. You can now give the paperless gift of a unique
“walk through time”. When you purchase the gift card
your nominated friend or relative will be emailed the
voucher and they can redeem it online for entry tickets
when it is most convenient for them to do so.
FUNDING We have been very fortunate to receive
funding from AMaGa (Australian Museums and Galleries
Association) under the 21/22 Culture, Heritage and Arts
Regional Tourism program (CHART) to purchase two
new laptops for the Museum. This has offered the
opportunity to upgrade equipment for volunteers and
staff personnel to assist with electronic cataloguing
of our numerous artefacts and historical photos for
preservation and family history research. We extend our
thanks to AMaGa for this assistance and their ongoing
support of our historical facility.
NEW STOCK ITEMS Recently we have had some new
gift ranges added to the Village Gift Shop. This includes
100% natural, handmade Soaps from ‘The Naked
Camel Company’. All of the soaps are made from Camel
Milk and they are available in Watermelon, Jasmine,
Spiced Pumpkin and Eucalyptus scents. Hobbyist and
Woodworker Ian Zirbel has added more hand-crafted
items to the store. There are now timber pens, quick
unpicks, needle threaders, cheese planes and key rings
for sale.

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA
@mileshistoricalvillagemuseum

Tara NEWS
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2022 TARA OPEN TENNIS TOURNAMENT
Written by: Fay Eley
The 73rd annual Tara Open Tennis Tournament was held
on Saturday 18th June with 44 players competing for
the O’Connell and Coggan Cups in the singles events.
Twenty nine men and fifteen ladies took to the courts
with some 82 matches played during the day. The finals
concluding about 8 o’clock.
Competitors came from Toowoomba, Dalby, Chinchilla,
Condamine, Roma, Brisbane, St George, Noonga,
Monogorilby and Tara. Beautiful sunny weather
conditions prevailed throughout the day but it became
very chilly as the sun went down. The fire pits were
very popular again with many sitting around ‘chatting’
afterwards until after 11 o’clock.
The standard of play was very high with a number of
new competitors and juniors taking part. Two new
very strong competitors were Christian Prince and Jake
Mengel who made it through to the semi-finals. Glen
Gray, who has won the O’Connell Cup seventeen times
(the first in 1979) once again contested the final, but
went down 6-3 to Ben Campbell who appeared very
relieved and excited to finally have his name on the
Cup. Some great tennis was witnessed throughout the
day, in particular the men’s doubles final with a 7- 6 (
7-1 tie break) set win to Ben Todd and Ben Campbell
against Glen Gray and Brad Hubbard.
Club President, Rick Brauer
thanked all players for their
attendance and all involved
with the running of the event,
the sponsors and for donations
towards trophies and the multidraw raffle. The catering ladies
always get a special thank you
for the lovely food provided on
the day.
Club Patron Fay
Eley presented Club
Members, Majella
Hetherington, Rick

Debbie Pringle from St.
George., winner of “Coggan
Cup”(Perpetual Cup). Ladies
Open Singles winner.
Debbie will be custodian of
Coggan Cup till June 2023.

Brauer and Daryl Nicholson with Life Membership
Awards for their contribution to the Club over many
years.
OPEN RESULTS
Mens Open Singles- (O’Connell Cup) Semi final: Ben
Campbell d Christian Prince 6-3. Glen Gray d Jake
Mengel 7-5. Final: Ben Campbell d Glen Gray 6-3.
Ladies Open Singles (Coggan Cup) Semi final: Debbie
Pringle d Payton Leahy 6-1. Tara-Kate Russell d
Charmayne Cann 6-3. Final: Debbie Pringle d TaraKate Russell 6-2.
Mens Open Doubles Semi-final: Ben Campbell & Ben
Todd d Barry Sinnamon & Corey Leahy 6-1. Glen Gray
& Brad Hubbard d Christian Prince & Roy Rayner 6-1.
Final: Ben Campbell & Ben Todd d Glen Gray & Brad
Hubbard 7-6 (7-1 tie break)
Ladies Open Doubles Semi-final: Sally Mohr & Lauren
Bailey d Charmayne & Rachelle Cann 6-4. Carmen
Rafter & Tara-Kate Russell d Payton Leahy & Penelope
Hindeman 6-4. Final: Sally Mohr & Lauren Bailey d
Carmen Rafter & Tara-Kate Russell 6-3.
Mixed Open Mixed Doubles Semi-final: Debbie Pringle
& Christian Prince d Brad & Helen Hubbard 6-2. Ben
Campbell & Jenny Ackland d Charmayne Cann & Jaysen
Bocca 6-2. Final: Debbie Pringle & Christian Prince d
Ben Campbell & Jenny Ackland 6-2.
Consolation Mens Singles Semi-final: Declan Hobley
d Charlie Rafter 6-1. Nick Freeman d Zack Farrell 4-1
(retired injured). Declan Hobley d Nick Freeman 6-2.
Consolation Ladies Singles Semi-final: Carmen Rafter
d Jenny Ackland 6-1. Emily Velez d Helen Hubbard 6-2.
Final: Carmen Rafter d Emily Velez 6-0.
Consolation Mens Doubles Semi-final: Jake Mengel
& Monty Hindeman d Steve & Zack Farrell 6-0. Rick
Brauer & Daryl Nicholson d Jamie Van Der Meulin &

Tara NEWS
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Thank You

Jose Garcia 6-4. Final: Jake Mengel & Monty Hindeman
d Rick Brauer & Daryl Nicholson 6-4.
Consolation Ladies Doubles Debbie Pringle & Kim
Cann d Helen Hubbard & Eve Murphy 6-2. Final: Debbie
Pringle & Kim Cann d Emily Velez & Jenny Ackland 6-2.
Consolation Mixed Doubles Semi-final: Charlie &
Carmen Rafter d Bayden Neal & Kim Cann 6-2. Jamie
Van Der Meulan & Lauren Bailey d Rick Brauer & TaraKate Russell 6-4. Final: Charlie & Carmen Rafter d
Jamie Van Der Meulan & Lauren Bailey 6-4.

Tara Tennis Club had recently upgraded the lights on
courts 5 and 6. This upgrade was made possible by
the club obtaining a grant from ShellQGC to improve
the lights at Tara Tennis courts
The Club is very appreciative for the upgrade and
thank Shell QGC for their generosity.

Fay Eley (Tournament Director)

QUEENSLAND MACHINERY AGENCY

Grain Dryers

Diesel Conversion Kits

All-in-one Rollermill Mixer

Steele Rudd CNR, Nobby QLD 4360 | qma.net.au | 0447 965 555 | mark@qma.net.au

Tara NEWS
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Reconciliation Ceremony 2022
Written and photos by: Belinda Walker
The National Reconciliation Week for 2022 was from
27th May to 3rd June. The theme this year is, “Be
Brave. Make Change” and it challenges all Australians—
individuals, families, communities, organisations and
government—to Be Brave and tackle the unfinished
business of reconciliation so we can Make Change
for the benefit of all Australians. Our community
worked together forming a committee to lead the
Reconciliation Ceremony that was held at Tara Shire
State College. The committee comprised members
from the Western Downs Regional Council, Tara C&K,
Save the Children, Tara Shire State College, Darling
Downs Health, the University of Southern Queensland
and Kuppibunda Kitchen. The Reconciliation Ceremony
was proudly sponsored by Origin, Tara Foodworks, Tara
Neighbourhood Centre and Tara Shire State College
who all donated much-needed resources and funds.
The ceremony started with a Frank Roma and his team of
indigenous dances who brought the whole community
together to shed light on local Indigenous culture and
the importance of Reconciliation.
The Reconciliation Ceremony at Tara Shire State College
was an unforgettable experience for all! We would also
like to acknowledge the support of the USQ Deadly

Ways
team—Emily
and
Alexandria—who facilitated
activities on traditional
Indigenous games and
drones, as well as Tyrone
from Kuppibunda Kitchen
who
ran
bush-tucker
taste-testing
sessions
for everyone. Aunty Barb
Walker displayed traditional
weaving and Save the
Children got artsy with a craft corner for all students, and
Tara Shire State College P&C President Talina provided
hands-on learning about different native plants. The
Beyond Broncos team including Darius Boyd and Scott
Prince participated in activities
with students. The Tara Shire
State College P&C Association
also supported the day with
a canteen and sausage sizzle.
Thank you to all who took part
in this event, and we hope you
enjoyed everything that was
on offer!

Accessories, Decor & Gifts
Custom Laser Cutting & Engraving Services
Design studio @ Chinchilla Creative Co
128 Heeney Street CHINCHILLA
redhillcreate@gmail.com
www.shopredhillcreative.com

FREE COMMUNITY EVENT

Please RSVP for catering purposes to the Tara Futures Group
admin@tarafutures.com.au

Tara
Community
Concert

PROUDLY BROUGHT TO YOU BY
AUSTRALIA PACIFIC LNG OPERATED BY ORIGIN ENERGY

FRI 5 AUG 2022 10.30AM
TA R A M E M O R I A L H A L L
1 9 Fr y St re e t , Ta ra

Musicians from Queensland Symphony Orchestra
Connect Ensemble provide a free concert for
the Tara community.

q s o . c o m . a u / C M RT 2 0 2 2
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Garden
Groups
TIPS & TRICKS

Miles Garden
Club
Written by: Paula Derksen, Photos by: Kim Palmer
Jennie and Joe Hill hosted the Murilla Garden Group on
Thursday, 9 June. This garden is a testament to a true
husband and wife team. Nooks and pathways created
by individual garden beds sit alongside magnificent
lawns and well-established native trees. These trees
play host to Red Winged Parrots which Joe feeds on a
regular basis. Large shrubs, such as the Lavender Star,
Geisha Girl - in both white and purple - Bougainvillea
and Bird of Paradise dominate the garden. Towering
succulents also feature throughout, adding multiple
focal points, and a stunning Frangipanni also draws the
eye.

Thank you Jennie and Joe for opening your outstanding
garden to us. A beautiful day enjoyed by all!
A special thank you to Ludwig and Will’s new owners,
Tonita and Andrew Taylor, for bringing your services to
us.
UPCOMING GARDEN DAY – MARK THEM ON YOUR
CALENDAR!
Thursday 11 August – “A Day of Learning” – information
follows.
Thursday 8 September - Sonja and Dean Langham,
“Carinya”, 315 Kowguran Road, Kowguran.
Sonja will show us how and when to propagate plants.
She will also show us how to germinate various seeds.
Sonja will be selling plants and homemade preserves.
Thursday 13 October – Sharron and Anthony Colley,
39178 Leichhardt Highway, Miles.
Emily Buetel Weddings & Events will be showing us how
to prepare and arrange beautiful, locally grown flowers.
Wednesday 19 October – Palmer’s Bus trip to two
gardens near Taroom. More details to come.
Thursday 10 November – Anna Hughes, “Heatherlea”,
Dulacca.seedlings.
UNTIL NEXT TIME, HAPPY GARDENING!

Garden
Groups
TIPS & TRICKS

It’s been a frosty winter in Chinchilla but thanks to
hot tea and coffee our club has been gathering
to admire beautiful gardens every month. We
exchange gardening tips, welcome interesting
speakers, and love to swap plant cuttings. Now
is the time to join!
Look for the “Chinchilla Garden Club” group on
Facebook to know where we meet next.
Happy gardening!
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Community Update
August 2022

Get Up! Stand Up! Show Up! for NAIDOC 2022
We are proud of our focus on reconciliation and our continued journey to learn about
our Indigenous and Torres Strait culture. It was great to join with other sponsors and the
Chinchilla NAIDOC Committee to help bring a week of activities to the region,
including the NAIDOC Family Day and the sold out golf day. Congratulations to
everyone involved in the celebrations and those who were able to attend. It was
wonderful to see so many Getting Up, Standing Up and Showing Up for NAIDOC!
Out and about in the Western Downs
Celebrating
NAIDOC at the
Chinchilla Gardens

Through our partnership with the Queensland Minerals and Energy Academy
(QMEA) we were pleased to support a 'Beakers.Bots.' science, technology,
engineering and math (STEM) workshop at Miles High School. With support from
QMEA and Origin volunteers, students worked in teams on several engineering based
challenges, including chemical processing, robotics and environmental projects.
The session also gave students the opportunity to find out more about what a typical
day might look like for an Instrument Electrician, a Mechanical Engineer and a
Carbon Scientist, and an insight into what a career in STEM could look like for them.
We also met with members of the Chinchilla Mens Shed and Chinchilla Museum to
view their new defibrillator and first aid kit, funded through the Australian Pacific LNG/
Origin Sponsorship and Donation Community Investment program. These important
safety items will be kept at the Chinchilla Museum and available for members and

Sharing STEM with
students at Miles
High School

visitors of both the Museum and Men's Shed.
It was great to help celebrate the Chinchilla Lawn Bowls July Carnival, with both local
and visiting teams showcasing skills and friendship across the 3-day event.
Congratulations to the winning teams, the organisers, and everyone who participated.
Chinchilla Miles Roma Tara (CMRT) Initiative - Queensland Symphony Orchestra
The Chinchilla Miles Roma Tara Enrichment through Music (CMRT) Initiative is again
visiting our regions in early August. This innovative partnership between Australia
Pacific LNG operated by Origin and Queensland Symphony Orchestra, delivers quality
music education and concert experiences to the students and community of
Chinchilla, Miles, Roma, and Tara. We hope you are able to come along to the concert
on 4th August in Chinchilla.

Celebrating with
the Chinchilla Mens
Shed

Operational update
Work on the Talinga to Condabri North Pipeline (TCNP) is progressing well after
additional weather delays, with a key milestone, the Columboola Creek crossing,
completed mid-June. Major work has now been completed, with testing and
remediation work around trenching areas now underway.
Keeping in touch
As always, please contact us if you have any questions or concerns.
Origin Miles Office
105 Murilla Street, Miles

Origin Chinchilla Office
5 Dwyer Court, Chinchilla

Origin Community Hotline 1 800 526 369

A defibrilator is
now available at
the Chinchilla
Museum

Origin is the Upstream Operator of Australia Pacific LNG

FREE COMMUNITY EVENT – NO BOOKINGS REQUIRED

Chinchilla
Community
in Concert

PROUDLY BROUGHT TO YOU BY
AUSTRALIA PACIFIC LNG OPERATED BY ORIGIN ENERGY

THU 4 AUG 2022 6.30PM
CO U N T RY H O P E C H U RC H
3 Burbank St Chinchilla

Musicians from Queensland Symphony Orchestra
Connect Ensemble join with musicians from Chinchilla
Concert Band, Chinchilla Strings, Chinchilla State
School, Chinchilla State High School and Chinchilla
Christian College for this free community concert,
conducted by Dr Rob McWilliams.

q s o . c o m . a u / C M RT 2 0 2 2
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Open Horse Gymkhana
Written and photos by: Annie Hubbard
Starting the cool brisk day in the dark, many loaded horses and tack early to get to Hannaford Club ready to compete
and have some fun. They came from near and far; local competitors who didn’t have far to travel, then those from
Roma, Surat, Taroom, Toowoomba, St George, Dalby, Jandowae, Goondiwindi, Toobeah who had a fair drive ahead.
The large field assembled promptly at 8:30am for the hotly contested Best Presented Rosette which was getting hard
to judge, all had taken great care to look sharp and snappy. The events started soon after with parents patience
sometimes tested along with excited and apprehensive kids. As the ribbons started getting wrapped around the
necks of those proud horses, smiles started to flow and the fun did not stop. The trophy points were tallied, awards
presented, the dog races, foot races and Boot and Saddle races run and much laughter abounded. The bright, fresh
day wrapped up mid afternoon with many thanks to competitors, volunteers, first aid officers, executive and the
many sponsors including Torques Cheap, Tara Rural Supplies and Condamine Seeds, WDRC, Camrandale Transport,
DDFS just to name a few. See you all again in 2023 on Saturday the June 24th!

Condamine Crew

Errol & Mekaylah

Onlookers

Jess & Marg Hurst

Left photo: Opengroup

Right photo: Group photo
of the winners

Drury’s

Open Men Foot Race
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Casting for 2022 Local
production needing cast, back stage
lighting and sound people. Acting
workshops available for all in lead up to
the performance.

Contact: Anita 0437 047 774 or
milesregionalartscouncil@gmail.com
or Facebook Page
Miles Regional Arts Council Inc

Advertise here
If you have something to say or advertise,
please contact us on 07 4627 2027 or
email mccmcd@bigpond.com
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DR LAUREN
DAGLEY
Veterinarian

BSc (Hons) BVSc (Hons)

Mobile Veterinary Service located in Meandarra and operating
in the Western Downs region. WDVS provides caring, quality,
reliable and affordable services for all species.
Call today to discuss your veterinary needs.
P: 0484 607 253
E: westerndownsvets@outlook.com
W: www.westerndownsvets.com.au
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Keyword Tennis
Written and photos by: Polly Leahy
Noonga
families
communities

supporting

neighbouring

Saturday June 18th saw a few Noonga locals travel
to Tara to compete in the Annual Tara Open Tennis
competition. What was a great day of competition
only the youngest Noonga member who attended
Monty Hindman came away with a trophy, taking out
the Men’s doubles Consolation with his partner. Not
being out stubbed some of the other visiting members
brought home a variety of the raffle prizes.
Following on Sunday July 3rd,
three families from Noonga
travelled to the neighbouring
town of Yuleba to support
the Yuleba Bowls club
hosting their fundraiser for
LifeFlight. What turned out to
be a day of fun & education
for the Noongaites, they all
realised quite quickly that
their bowling skills certainly
weren’t going to win any
awards.

Cory Leahy, Monty
Hindamn, Payton
Leahy, Penelope
Hindman & Big Bazza
Sinnamon

The families all had a great day and not to be totally
deflated many Noonga members returned home with a
lot of the raffle prizes. At the end of the day, one thing
was for sure and recognised by all who travelled...they

Tony Hindman, Marty Steel, Polly, Cory, Brendan &
Payton Leahy, Barry & Henry Sinnamon, Penelope, Ned,
Seb & Monty Hindman

certainly weren’t ready to trade they’re tennis racquets
in just yet for a set of bowls.
Noonga’s Annual 2- Day Tennis Tournament
September 17th & 18th, 2022 marks the calendar date
when Noonga will welcome back to the court all the
tennis competitors from many areas of Queensland.
Noonga hosts one of the biggest 2-day tennis
tournaments in the west. Commencing with Ladies &
Men’s singles, following
into both Men’s & Ladies
and Mixed doubles. The
event caters for both A
& B Grade players. Free
camping at the Noonga
Noonga’s eldest
Hall recreation grounds
community member Betty
makes it a wonderful
Brown catching up with
Brian & Fiona Sinnamon,
weekend for families,
and Mary Leahy
and the proposed date
enhances the start of the
September school holidays so even more reason to pull
the caravan out, grab the tennis racquets and travel out
to the Noonga Community. For further info, nomination
forms contact tennis club president Brendan Leahy
0407 579895 or secretary Mary Leahy 46276358.
Noonga’s Winter Tennis fixtures 2022
What’s turning out to be an upset in the Noonga camp
with the latest team scores, Brendan Leahy’s team
went from leading in first place
to being dropped to last place
just after one tennis day… ouch!
The pressure is looming, which
of the 4 teams will be crowned
the Winners? Finals of the
Winter fixtures will be played
on September 4th (weather
permitting
for
remaining Noonga’s youngest
and most improved
Fixtures).
player this year
Zoe York
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Foot-and-mouth
disease
Published: www.agriculture.gov.au
FMD is a highly contagious animal disease that affects
cattle, sheep, goats and pigs ,those with divided hoofs.
In May 2022, an outbreak of the virus was reported
in cattle in Indonesia. The Department of Agriculture,
Fisheries and Forestry has offered assistance to combat
and contain the outbreak in Indonesia.
The department reviewed import permits for animal
products from Indonesia that may carry FMD and have
suspended those of concern.
In addition, they have raised awareness at the border,
particularly in northern Australia, provided advice to
state and territory governments, our livestock industries,
and are liaising with our Indonesian counterparts.
The risk to Australia remains low in the absence of close
contact between animals or the importation of infected
products or contaminated clothing and footwear.
But FMD can spread through close contact between
animals and be carried on animal products or by the
wind. Livestock industries should be alert to the signs
of FMD. Anyone keeping or working with cattle, sheep,
goats or pigs should be aware of the signs of FMD:
•

blisters in and around the mouth area

•

drooling

•

limping animals.

If livestock exhibit any unusual signs consistent
with FMD, this must be reported urgently to a local
veterinarian or the Emergency Animal Disease Watch
Hotline on 1800 675 888. Our best chance of being
able to contain and eradicate an FMD incursion will rely
on early detection and reporting.
In the past, minor outbreaks of possible FMD are
believed to have occurred in Australia in 1801, 1804, 1871
and 1872.
Human infections have been reported but they are very

Rural NEWS
rare and do not result in serious disease. Humans can
carry the virus in their nose for up to 24 hours and can
be a source of infection for animals.
Human hand, foot-and-mouth disease (HFMD) is not
the same as FMD in livestock. The two diseases are
quite different and are caused by different organisms.
Also, you can not get FMD from eating affected meat
while you are in a FMD affected country. FMD is not
transmitted to humans in meat.
Find more information on the named link.

Grants & Funding

Regional Development Australia Darling Downs &
South West QLD is proud to provide information on
available grants from the government, corporate,
and private sectors.
Find current Grants & Fundiung opportunities on
their website:
https://www.rda-ddsw.org.au/current-grants/

Rural NEWS
Scams
The ACCC’s released their latest Targeting Scams report
and reported Australians lost over $2B to scams in 2021,
including over $1.5M lost by farmers and agricultural
businesses. The most common agriculture scam
was fake online sales of agricultural machinery. This
trend became prominent during the beginning of the
COVID-19 pandemic in 2020.
As mentioned in the report “There were also significant
losses to agriculture businesses from false billing
scams. Scammers issued counterfeit invoices under real
business names to farmers who purchased agricultural
inputs, such as fertiliser. In one case, a small business
owner lost over $200,000 by transferring money to a
scammer’s bank account listed on a false invoice.
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These scams involved people looking to purchase
livestock via online marketplace platforms such as
Gumtree and Facebook. These scammers would post
ads on these marketplaces and communicate with the
person via the messaging platforms.
Once the victim makes contact with the scammer, the
scammer would ask for a deposit to secure the purchase
and to pay for transport of the livestock, with the rest
to be paid when the livestock is delivered. Once the
deposit has been paid, communication stops with the
scammer either ‘blocking’ the victim or deleting their
social media account.
Find the whole report “Targeting scams: report of the
ACCC on scams activity 2021 “on the ACCC website:
https://www.accc.gov.au/publications
REPORT A SCAM by going to the website:

Scammers also sought to obtain personal information,
such as driver licences, passports, Medicare details and
addresses from agriculture businesses and farmers.”
In 2021, Scamwatch received 41 reports about livestock
scams, with total reported losses over $31,000. The
amount varies between $200 and $10,000.

https://www.scamwatch.gov.au/report-a-scam
You can also report a scam to the appropriate agency
e.g. your bank, your local police to help them warn the
community about scams and take action to disrupt
scams.

Health
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TALK FOR HEALTH
COUNSELLING AND WELLNESS

AUGUST DATES
Chinchilla Health Service, phone 4662 8888 -1st

Are you looking for a Counsellor?
TALK FOR HEALTH provides a confidential Counselling service
via webcam or telephone. Available to all areas, including
rural and remote.

For appointments please contact Dee
on 0448 522 746
or email
dee@talkforhealth.com.au

Lives Lived Well
The Murilla Community Centre works in
cooperation with Lives Lived Well to provide a
quality service to the community.
Lives Lived Well Drug and Alcohol Counsellor
is visiting each Thursday - to make an
appointment please contact

0417 674 333

Dalby Health Service, phone 4669 0517 - 16th & 31st
Miles Primary Health Care Centre, phone 4633 5600 - 24th
Tara Primary Health Care Centre, phone 4682 7900 - 22nd
Wandoan Primary Health Centre, phone 4627 4444, 10th
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Miles Bookfest 2022
On a spectacular Winter’s Day, Saturday the 16th
July 2022, Murilla Community Centre held its annual
Bookfest in Miles with books spanning the entire
Leichhardt Centre Hall.
Thousands of titles were on offer across all genres, as
well as magazines, games and DVDs - thanks to the
generous donations of our community. The Bookfest
was well-attended by Community members, looking to
stock up on some winter reading material and support
this great cause - all profits going towards keeping our
Community Buses on the road.
Another major drawcard on the day was our amazing
Major Raffle Prize: a highly-sought after Accommodation
Voucher at Spinnaker Quays at Mooloolaba! Massive
thanks to the Accommodation Hosts Paul and Jo for
their generosity in donating such a stellar prize.
You can find more about their holiday stay on their
website www. https://www.spinnakerquays.com.au/
A huge thank you must go to our amazing Volunteers
who contributed many hours of sorting, cleaning books

& planning in the lead-up to, and during, the Bookfest
– we would not be able to succeed in such a mammoth
event without you!
Another equally heartfelt thank-you to all of our
sponsors for your support. Thank you Western Downs
Regional Council, Shell/QGC, Origin, Uni-Span, Vestas
(Dulacca Windfarm).
On the day we raised $2000. The community buses
transport residents to appointments and are available to
community and sporting groups. For more information
visit our website www.mccm.org.au
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Chinchilla Local Ambulance
Committee hand over lifesaving
device
It was with much pleasure that members of our Chinchilla
Local Ambulance Committee were recently able to
hand over an AED (Automated External Defibrillator) to
representatives of the Brigalow Recreation Grounds.
The Brigalow Recreation Grounds are utilised by
multiple community groups for activities ranging from
motocross and horse riding events to recreational
sports. This lifesaving device will be a valuable asset
to the Brigalow community and will be available for
anyone who utilises the grounds and local area to
access and is an example of the hard and valuable work
our Local Ambulance Committee does.

Handover of an AED by our local LAC to the Brigalow
Recreation Grounds representatives at the front of
ambulance station.
Pictured from Left: Greg Olm (Brigalow Recreation
Grounds), Bec Wilson, Anthony Keating (President LAC),
John Bender and Vanessa Tennyson (Brigalow resident).

Chinchilla NEWS
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Apex Club of Chinchilla
Written by: Amy Patterson-Kane – Media Director
The last two months have seen the Apex Club of
Chinchilla travel to help other Apex clubs and also
helping with local community events. We have also
been getting ready for our Changeover on the 16th July
which will also be the club’s 1500th Dinner Meeting.

and volunteering and it made everyone excited for the
next big event we could all get together for. As a club
we decided to give the $300 Bundaberg had paid the
club for the weekend back as a donation to ensure they
could continue all of their impressive work.

In May, three of our members travelled to Bundaberg
to help out the Apex Club of Bundaberg with the bar
at the Sounds of Rock music festival. After the last two
years with COVID restrictions and annual events being
cancelled the Bundy club was in financial trouble and
this event was going to be make or break for them.
Because of this they put out a call out to all Apex
clubs in Queensland for their assistance on the day
with working the bar and also some catering. The
Bundy club offered $100 per member to the clubs that
could help as they understood other clubs had been
struggling too. Chinchilla had three members who were
available to travel to Bundaberg for the weekend Amy,
Therese and Graham. The three of them travelled out
on Friday afternoon making the most of the trip with
a refreshments break in Hivesville. The day of the
festival was overcast and everyone was preparing for
rain. Luckily it held out for the day until the very end.
It was a fantastic event and the Bundaberg Apex club
knows how to run a smooth bar. Chinchilla was not the
only club who travelled that weekend to help, as there
were Apexian from all over the state including Roma,
Wandoan, Rockhampton, Biggenden and Brisbane.
Overall, it was such a great weekend full of fellowship

The next event on the calendar for the Chinchilla Apex
club was helping out Chinchilla Blue Light with their Laser
tag event. The club provided food and refreshments for

the day handing out hot chips and drinks that were part
of the ticket price. We were also able to sell extras for
anyone that worked up an appetite on the course. At
the end of the day the members of the club were given
the opportunity to have a go themselves having a bit of
fun as a reward for a day’s work.

As we are now at the end of our year and coming into
changeovers for the region, we are excited to see what
the next 12 months brings and are hoping to grow the
club and find new ways to engage with and help our
local community.

Chinchilla NEWS
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Strong & Smart
Written and photo by: Kelly Coelho
Chinchilla State High School hosted the Stronger Smarter
Leadership program (SSLP), in early June. Chinchilla High
School principal Mr Ian Insley held SSLP in such high
regard that he sent out a personalised invite to the local
schools encouraging them to attend. The other schools
in attendance were Tara Shire State College, Chinchilla
Primary School and St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School,
Chinchilla.
As a result of the program the Stronger Smarter Approach
was introduced to educators in the region, in attempt
to encourage Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander

students to be strong in culture and smart in education.
Educators learnt that to make this a possibility they had
to self-reflect and be willing to change the way they
perceived and interacted with Indigenous students.
School communities need to start by believing in their
students and building Higher Expectation Relationships,
which mark out the way for high achieving students in
the classroom. Further, embracing the importance of
culture and knowledge, educators were encouraged
to employ active listening skills, and circle work with
students, allowing equal sharing and participation in
educational settings. The two are equally important.
Given the opportunity all students are driven to
succeed and weaving in cultural perspectives into
school communities acts to strengthen student and
community engagement, benefiting the entire school
community.
If your school is interested in attending our next SSLP in
the region, we’d like to hear from you.
https://strongersmarter.com.au/stronger-smarterleadership-program/

Chinchilla NEWS
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One Long Table – Multi-Cultural
Food Festival 2022
Photos by: Gerkies
The Chinchilla Community Commerce & Industry (CCCI)
are excited to announce tickets are now on sale online
for the 2022 One Long Table Multi – Cultural Food
Festival being held on Saturday the 3rd of September
on Heeney Street in the Chinchilla CBD. The event is a
Chinchilla community favourite attracting thousands of
Western Downs residents and visitors to the Main Street
of Chinchilla to share the fabulous foods of the world
and a range of exciting live Multicultural entertainment

Online Tickets are available here:

https://getsafeticket.com.au/5qleg

and kids rides.
This year will see more than 30 vendors showcasing
their fabulous cuisines emanating from many different
parts of the world along with exciting entertainment
such as LED Stilt Walkers, LED Hula Act, Kulgoodah
Indigenous Dancers, Salsa Dancers and Chinese Dancing
Dragons who will be bringing along their new 20 metre
dancing dragon. The event caters to all ages and there
will once again be a fabulous kids area with rides and
entertainment including the return of Super Steph the
Magician and face painting. This event is designed
around tapas style servings allowing attendees to
sample many different cultural dishes and share and
enjoy with family, friends, and community. A bar will be
operating on the night. Each Meal Ticket allows you to
purchase one serving from a vendor selling a savory
dish. Tickets are available online with extra food tickets
available at the gate throughout the night.

Rohan Woodforth from Major & Event Sponsor Base
Chinchilla said about Base’s association with the
event “Base is once again proud to be the Major Event
Sponsor of the Chinchilla One Long Table, we have a
long association with this event supporting it every year
since it began. One Long Table provides benefit to the
community and local businesses focusing on inclusion
and appreciating our diversity. We’re looking forward to
seeing families, friends and visitors to our community

enjoying the event again this year.”
Robyn Haig, CCCI Manager went on to say “Events
such as One Long Table are an important part of what
makes Chinchilla such a great place to live and work, its
special to have a town that maintains its country town
feel while offering a welcome to so many cultures and
celebrating this diversity through a shared love of food,
One Long Table is always a popular event and we’re
thrilled to bring it back in 2022.”

Chinchilla NEWS
CCCI
Events
Officer
Bev
Stuart said “We
are
excited
to be able
to bring this
event
back
to Chinchilla
for 2022. One
Long Table is the biggest event on the CCCI calendar
each year and planning is well under way for September
the 3rd but we couldn’t do this without the support
and backing of our sponsors who once again have
really jumped on board to give us the ability to put on
a festival that promises to be bigger and better than
ever.”
For further media information contact: Bev Taylor
– Project & Events Officer, Chinchilla Community
Commerce & Industry Inc. M. 0460 001 990
E. events@chinchilla.com.au
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WHAT A COMMUNITY FUN DAY
Sunday 3 July marked the beginning of NAIDOC Week,
and hundreds of people enjoyed the great weather
at the NAIDOC Community Fun Day in the Chinchilla
Botanic Parklands. The day began with a traditional
smoking ceremony, welcome, flag raising and awards.
Everyone enjoyed the dancing featuring Mura Biri
Gururu, and the Kulgoodah dancers from Woorabinda.
Workshops throughout the day included Indigenous
Language with Des Crump, healing with Rainbow
Warrior, yoga with Soaring Souls, and children’s art and
craft with Billyara. There were many other activities
to enjoy, with everyone enjoying the petting animals,
amusements, market stalls, and music by Kesley Iris.
The Songlines skate boarding workshop and
demonstration had audiences enthralled at the
skatepark.

As the sun set, many gathered around the fire at the
yarning circle, and others settled in to watch Bran Nu
Dae on the blow up screen nearby.

34

Special

NAIDOC COMMUNITY AWARDS
Our NAIDOC Community Awards acknowledge and
celebrate the contributions made by Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander peoples to our Chinchilla, Miles
and Tara communities. Nominations were made by
community members. Congratulations to all who inspire
in our communities.
The Young Sportsperson award acknowledges
Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander persons under 18
years who are an outstanding sportspersons with a
noteworthy record of achievement in sport, and are a
role model that others can aspire to. Those recognised
with this award were:
Anton Brown – Miles – Anton demonstrates good
listening, respect for others, and sportsmanship, and
he loves to encourage and support others. Anton has
been selected for Zone 5 Wildcats, was Age Campion at
school and he will go to South West Trials for his running.
James Brown – Miles – James is a determined young
man, and likes to set himself goals and work to achieve
them. Sport is his passion, and he was age champion in
his school sports carnival.
Kaliam Draper – Chinchilla - Kaliam is an emerging
leader in the community for the way he carries
himself and represents his culture through his sporting
endeavours. Kaliam is a member of Chinchilla Bulldogs,
and his leadership shows in the way he deals with onfield aggression without retaliation. Kaliam proudly
presents the Acknowledgement to Country on school
parades and other occasions.
Dale Lamb – Miles – While Dale has had limited
opportunity to participate in sport until recently, the
past 12 months have seen him play touch football,
become Age Champion and represent regionally for
Cross Country, and join the Miles Devils Football Club.

Dale has participated in sport and other activities with
enthusiasm and effort.
Jamarl Lamb – Miles – Twelve months ago Jamarl was
new to organised sport at any level. Since then he has
been successful locally with cross country, played rep
football for Cunnamulla and at the Gordon Tallis Cup in
Townsville, and is part of the Miles Devils Football Club.
Through his sport, Jamarl has shown great personal
strength and responsibility.
Evelyn Orchard – Chinchilla – Evelyn has been successful
across many sports this year. She has represented her
school in South West soccer and netball, and has played
tennis for district and South West. Evelyn will represent
QLD West in the upcoming National School Futsal
Championships.
The Youth Award recognises exceptional young
Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander people aged 16 – 25
years who are inspirational role models for Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander peoples and the broader
community, as well as taking into consideration their
future goals and likely impact. Congratulations to Ciara
Delphin from Miles. Ciara is in Year 11 at Miles State
High School, and an active community member. Ciara
recently arranged a successful anti-bullying event at
Miles State High School. Her positive attitude, efforts
with her work and studies, and her commitment to
community make her role model for all.
The Rising Star award recognises exceptional
achievement by an early-career Aboriginal or Torres
Strait Islander person working in any occupation or
profession locally, and Emily Steinberg of Miles received
this. Emily is a proud Kamilaroi woman who started her
career at the age of 15 as an Assistant in Nursing with
Miles Health Service. She continued here for 8 years
providing dignified, compassionate and respectful care

Special
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NAIDOC COMMUNITY AWARDS
to the elderly and completing Certificate III in Aged Care.
Goondir Health Service is currently employing Emily in
the receptionist role in Chinchilla, and she is working
toward her Certificate IV in Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Island Health Care Practice. Emily is pursuing her passion
to make a difference to Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people by providing culturally appropriate
health care, and hopes to become an Indigenous
Health Care Worker.

listens carefully to every person and their story, and
builds rapport and supports them as much as possible.
Cathy’s willingness to share her personal journey during
Domestic and Family Violence Month has provided
encouragement and support to others who have
experienced or are experiencing domestic or family
violence. Cathy’s passion and commitment to helping
in anyone who reaches out makes our community a
better place.

The Advocacy award recognises Indigenous or nonIndigenous individuals that have demonstrated
outstanding effort to encourage, celebrate and
advocate for our Indigenous community. We
acknowledge:

Community Spirit award recognises quiet inspiration in
our community, demonstrated through encouraging
others, overcoming adversity, raising awareness,
volunteering or working to improve our community.
Our 2022 recipients were:
Billie Brassington and Marion Mitchell – Billie and
Marion have shown great pride in their culture and
enthusiasm to share this with others as they have driven
the preparation of local 2022 NAIDOC celebrations.
Marion has created artwork which is featured on
shirts, posters, facebook, and even the bus. Billie has
worked with young people to spark their passion. Both
ladies have shared their vision, secured sponsorship
and vendors, and worked with others across our
communities to bring NAIDOC celebrations to life in
2022. They have demonstrated “Get UP! Stand Up! Show
Up!”

Ian Insley and Chris Gilbert – Chinchilla – Ian and
Chris have been advocating for the introduction of
indigenous language in their schools and have worked
with community Elders and others to build trust and
understanding in the community, and liaised with
Education Queensland to gain their support. As a
result of this work, both Chinchilla State High School
and Chinchilla State School will have appropriate
spaces to celebrate Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
culture within the school grounds, and the Barunggam
language will be introduced in these schools.
Cathy Young – Chinchilla - Cathy is a strong advocate for
people in need in the Chinchilla community, and Cathy
goes above and beyond to ensure that vulnerable
members of the community are not forgotten. Cathy

Maree Steinberg – Miles - Maree has shown
outstanding dedication to the health of the whole
community through her role as Director of Nursing of
Miles Hospital, and has been a valued mentor to many
in their health careers. Outside of her professional role,
Meemee provides support and advice to the Elders of
the Miles community, is a member of the Miles Aboriginal
Housing Corporation, the Goolburri Regional Housing
Company, and Goondir Health, and was instrumental
in the establishment of the Ken Kennedy Pallative Care
Family Room in Miles. Meemee is also
involved in other areas of the Miles
community such as Park Run, football,
and the schools.

Chinchilla NEWS
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NAIDOC ART
EXHIBITION
Lapunyah Gallery hosted the NAIDOC Art Exhibition.
The exhibition featured selected and stunning works
by four local indigenous artists, Anthony “Boy” Turnbull,
Ash Mitchell, Marion Mitchell and Liam O’Dea.
The original works on display included various paint
mediums, photography and wood work. Despite the
cold wet weather, the opening was well attended
and all enjoyed a light supper featuring bush tucker
ingredients was prepared by trainees from Chinchilla
Community Centre.

Looking for a Solar Pump for your
dams, bores or windmill
replacements?

Contact Property Water Solutions
Lionel 0409 509 544
lionel@propertywatersolutions.com
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NAIDOC Golf Day
Twenty eight teams battled for honours at the NAIDOC
Golf Day in an 18 hole Ambrose competition in Chinchilla.
Local players were joined by others from across southwest Queensland and as far as Rockhampton to
compete for the Tony Turnbull Memorial Trophy.
Golf
competitions
organised
by
Tony
Turnbull had been a
feature
of
NAIDOC
celebrations until 1992,
and were revived this
year by his granddaughter Marion Mitchell and by Billie Brassington to
celebrate NAIDOC, and to raise awareness and funds
for prostrate cancer which sadly claimed Tony’s life last
year.

volunteers who made this day such a success – looking
forward to doing it all again next year!
Winners of the Tony Turnbull Memorial Trophy were
“Burunda & Dagus” – Daniel Blades, Nyssa Blades and
Jamie Sullivan; Runners up were “Bore Busters” – Luke
Wharton, Les Irwin and Peter Bligh. Congratulations!

Thank you to the many players, sponsors (Origin,
Gerkies, ChampionX, Kitja, Nitschke Drilling, SWIN) and

Where Fertility and Function come First

Brangus and Angus Bulls
Available
Yearling and 2 year old
Bred and fed on grass - BBSE tested
Contact: Kay Taylor 0447 285 214
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Local Hero Meemee

Written and photos by: Maree Steinberg

Just wanted to share what it means to me to be a proud
Indigenous Women working for DDH – Miles Health
Service
Being Indigenous is my story of who I am. The reasons
why I ‘Get up’ ‘Stand up’ and ‘Show up’.
As a proud Kamilaroi women living and working for Miles
Health Service DDH has always been something that I
have been proud of, with having my Grandmother and
mother work in the operational services at the Miles
Health Service for many years. As you may know this is
where my career had started, working in the operational
services. I then worked for Goondir Health Services for
almost 10 years, till I completed my Bachelor of Nursing.
I then gained a graduate RN position here at the Miles
Health Service, where my career then had taken me to

Nurse Unit Manager and to where my position is now
Director Of Nursing.
This week’s celebrations of NAIDOC has been a
very important and has been such a privilege to be
recognised at the Chinchilla NAIDOC celebrations held
on Sunday 4th July, which had seen myself be awarded
for ‘Community Sprit’ and my daughter ‘Rising Star’.
On the 6th July 2022 I was invited to the Miles Police
Station where a proud and historical moment had seen
the raising of the flags, what a sensational way to
acknowledge and celebrate Indigenous people and our
community. The support that I have been given through
out my career with DDH – Miles Health Service has been
outstanding and I hope that I can be a role model for
Indigenous people and hope that I can support them
through their journey. I have recently been asked to be
a mentor for a NUM Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
Health at Central Queensland as they had not been able
to find anyone in the same career path at the Torres or
Townsville, where I am more than happy to assist as I
love to see people grow and achieve in their careers.

MeeMee Steinberg
(DON FM) and
Emily Steinberg
(Receptionist Goondir
Health/MeeMee’s
daughter) winning an
Award for Chinchilla
and surrounding area

MeeMee Steinberg
with her parents at
the flag raising, Miles
Police Station
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Eric Geldard receives OAM
On 14th June 2022 Government House announced The
Queen’s Birthday 2022 Honours List
Miles local Eric Geldard was
named recipient of the Medal
“Order of Australia” (OAM) in
the General Division for his
service to the community of
Miles.

we celebrate them. Collectively the recipients, whose
achievements span community service, science and
research, industry, sport, the arts and more, represent
the very best of Australia.”
Anyone can nominate someone to be recognised
through the Order of Australia. You can complete the
nomination form including:
•

The Honours list recognises
992 Australians, including 669
in the General Division of the
Eric Geldard
Order of Australia, and awards
for meritorious, distinguished and conspicuous service.
43.6 per cent of awards were in the General Division
for community service.
The Medal of the Order of Australia (OAM) is awarded
for service worthy of particular recognition.
The Australian Honours and Awards
system recognises the outstanding
service and contributions of Australians.
Recipients come from right across the
country and from all walks of life. While
some are well-known, the majority are
unsung heroes.
While typically they haven’t sought thanks or
recognition, they deserve both. The Honours and
Awards system gives the nation a chance to celebrate
and acknowledge those who work tirelessly to
improve local communities and to make Australia a
better place.
The Governor-General said “Recipients share some
common traits – including selflessness, excellence
and a commitment to service. They’re from different
backgrounds, their stories are each unique, and
each has served in different ways. This diversity is a
strength and each has impacted their community and
made it better. For that, we thank them and, today,

Their name, age and contact details

•
To explain why they are deserving of award,
including details of their actions of service
•
To provide details of up to four referees to
support the nomination.
https://forms.business.gov.au/smartforms/servlet/
SmartForm.html?formCode=OrderOfAustraliaNom
Eric Geldard is the man of the people, he has given
his life to his family and the people who inhabit his
community. Eric knows the right thing to say and do at
the right time. He is highly respected and admired by
everyone and was nominated by Mrs. MaryMorgan.

Four referees supported Eric’s nomiation. One of
the them was Mr. Allan August Hinz, known as
Sandy. He had the follwoing words to say “I served
in the Murilla Shire Council with the nominee. I have
worked with the nominee at many local events. Eric
followed me into the Miles & District Show Society
when I became president of the newly formed
show... He is a very highly regarded and loved
member of the Miles district.”
Refeer Edward Sutcliffe Gibbons, known as Ted,
added the following, “The nominee has served the
freemasonery for a long and distingushed career
span of 65 years...The aim of all freemasons should
be temperance, fortitude, prudence and justice.
These virtues are amply illustrated by Eric Geldard.”
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Miles Show Pavilion Pondering
Written by: Chief Steward Susan Gale
Hey there! Hoopla! The show is on again!
Have you saved the date for September 10th this
year?
Come and see the horses as they prance around the
rings.
The birds and chooks all washed and primped, the
rides all in full swing,
The finest skills presented in wool and paint and
cakes,
Lego masters of the future with creations great and
small,
The flowers and fruit and vegies from our gardens
one and all.
Hey there! Hoopla! Come young, come old, come all!
Adapted poem from C.J.Dennis
Yes, it’s true! The schedules for the Pavilion and the
Poultry are out and about town, and available on the
website https://showday.online/show/miles under
‘Documents and Downloads’. Entries open on August 1st
when you will be able to go to the page, register, if you
have not done so in the past, and enter your items. You
have the option of paying the entry fees online then
and there, or paying when you bring your items to the
pavilion on Friday 9th September.
If you are unsure about doing online entries, we will hold
a couple of workshops at the Pavilion during August to
assist you with the process, and give you some more
basic tech skills at the same time. The dates for these
sessions will be August 14th and 28th, and September
4th, between 10.30am and 12.00md. Please bring your
own device to these sessions if you have one.
Please read the schedules and note the dates for
closure of entries. The dates in the online schedules are
not all correct, so please note…
ENTRIES WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED WITHOUT COMPLETED
ENTRY FORMS, FEES, AND PRESENTED ACCORDING TO
SPECIFIC ENTRY CONDITIONS. WHEN ENTERING ONLINE

AT https://showday.online/show/miles ALL ENTRIES CAN
BE MADE AT ONCE.
A SEPARATE PAPER ENTRY FORM IS REQUIRED FOR EACH
SECTION/SUB SECTION IF NOT ENTERING ONLINE...e.g.
Cookery Adult, Art Junior, etc. It is preferred that you
enter online, but if this is not possible, you may submit
your entries by completing the necessary paper entry
forms, then leave them at the Miles Newsagency before
4.30 pm Friday 2nd September, post them to PO Box
51, Miles, 4415 to arrive by Friday 2nd September, or
email a copy of them to milesshowpavilion@outlook.
com by 9.30 am Thursday 8th September 2022.
LATE ENTRIES WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.
PHOTOGRAPHY ENTRIES correctly mounted and labelled
on the back, together with the entry forms and fees will
be received during August until 4.00 pm Friday prior to
the show (2nd September) at the MILES QGAP/POLICE
OFFICE.
PHOTOGRAPHY ENTRIES WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED AFTER
THIS TIME.
Entries are to be delivered to the
Pavilion on Friday 9th September
between 7.30am and 10.30am.
This
includes Cookery
and
Floriculture. Early deliveries would
be appreciated.
The members of the Show
Committee are looking forward to
welcoming you all back through
the gates once again, so make sure to lock in the
date and begin
working on your
creations to
enter.
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Miles | 137 Cypress Pines Drive

983m2

Spacious Family Living In A Country Town

Well-appointed kitchen with plenty of cupboard space
Kitchen overlooks the alfresco area off family room
3 bedrooms with built ins and main with ensuite & WIR
Ducted air conditioning throughout the home
Secure double garage with access to the home internally
Double gate side access to the fully fenced backyard
Rainwater tank with a pressure pump attached
Within walking distance of shops, cafes, bakery & schools

Price Offers Over $299,000

Julie Morris
M: 0407 536 473
julie.morris@gdlrural.com.au
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Miles | Unit 5/22 Pine Street

215m2

Simple, Smart & Stylish

Stylish modern well built three bed two bath unit
Designed for low maintenance living
Well-appointed kitchen with plenty of space
Open plan kitchen, dining and family room
Ducted reverse cycle air conditioning throughout
Sliding glass door leads to private back yard fully fenced
Large garage with internal access to the home
Currently has a 6 month $300 p/w lease
Julie Morris
M: 0407 536 473
Price $229,000
julie.morris@gdlrural.com.au

Miles | 3 Cypress Pines Drive
SO

LD

Family Living Overlooking a Peaceful Lagoon

1000m2

Open plan family living area with separate media room
Kitchen offers plenty of storage with a large island bench
Master bedroom with walk in robe and en-suite
Three good size bedrooms all with built ins
Ducted air-conditioning and ceiling fans throughout
Alfresco area for entertaining just off the living
Fully fenced yard with water views, rain water tank, chook
run and 6.6 Kw Solar system feeding back to the grid

Price Offers Over $299,000

Julie Morris
M: 0407 536 473
julie.morris@gdlrural.com.au

Miles | 38 Pine Street
SO

LD

Affordable Family Living with All You Need!

814m2

Very tidy four bedroom family home
Combined kitchen/dining, separate family room off kitchen
Air-conditioning throughout home
All bedrooms with built in cupboards
Lovely front verandah for your morning cuppa
Separate double car garage and carport off the home
Low maintenance yard and established gardens
Solar Panels in place feeding back into the grid

Price $249,000

Julie Morris
M: 0407 536 473
julie.morris@gdlrural.com.au
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Advertise
here
...in the Community Newsletter.
Our aim is that this newsletter will become a regional
publication that incorporates content from more
townships and is distributed to a wider audience.
On a bimonthly basis, Community Newsletter will be
delivered to Chinchilla and Tara as well as the current
towns: Miles – Wandoan – Taroom – Meandarra –
Drillham – Dulacca – Jackson – Condamine – Guluguba
– Hannaford – The Gums – Glenmorgan – Cameby –
Brigalow.
The expansion aims to improve regional connectivity
and provide an accessible, affordable platform where
businesses, not-for-profit groups, and other community
stakeholders can share local news to a vast audience.

TRIBE'S
PLANT HIRE

The need for this project is also recognised by others,
with funding support received from Origin Energy and
Western Downs Regional Council.

Quality
Work
Assured

Every second month, Chinchilla Community Centre and
Tara Neighbourhood Centre cooperate with the Murilla
Community Centre to create the Community Newsletter.

Earthmoving and Excavation
• Bobcat • Spreader • Borer • Trencher • Backhoe
• Excavators • Roller • Tippers • Truck & Dog • Low Loader
• Water Truck • Civil works • CSG field works
• General earthworks • Site clearing • Slab preparation
• Trenching • Post hole boring • Materials Supplied

SERVICING MILES AND
SURROUNDING AREAS
WARREN TRIBE

0427 953 686 | 0429 136 049 | 07 4627 1778
admin@tribesplanthire.com.au | www.tribesplanthire.com.au

On alternative months the Community News continues
to Miles and districts as usual.
If you wish to advertise your local community group or
business, inform readers of a past or upcoming event,
then please contact your closest community centre.
Deadline: 15th of each month

Your Community Newsletter Team

ADVERTISE WITH US
Community Newsletter provides information and advertising
opportunities for families, business and individuals in the
Western Downs region monthly for FREE. 6500 copies are
distributed to the households in the region.
To find out more please contact your closest community centre
Chinchilla Community Centre

E: community@cfsc.org.au Ph: 07 4662 8528

Miles Community Centre

E: mccmcd@bigppond.com Ph: 07 4627 2027

Tara Neighbourhood Centre

E: centre@taranc.com.au Ph: 07 4665 3508

Myall Park Botanical Garden
UPDATE
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Blooming Season
Written by: Sue Akeroyd
Photos by: Peter Kerr
August is a busy month at Myall Park and with the good
seasons experienced recently. The Garden is blooming.
On Friday 26th August there will be a community
planting at Glenmorgan School. This is possible because
of a grant from the Australian Government to celebrate
the Queen’s Jubilee. The Botanic Garden committee
is organising the event but hope to see lots of local
people participating. There will be a second planting at
the End of the Line park early next year.
On Sunday 28th August there will be lots happening at
the Garden. Spring Day this year starts with Fun Runs,
then there will be workshops, stalls, hopefully a book
launch and then an introduction to the newly renovated
Misting House and a new art exhibition in the Gallery.
This year’s theme is “Growing Your Own Plants”, come
and learn and also share your tricks.

Eucalyptus orbifolia

Hakea petiolaris
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$1 MILLION
HOUSING AND
LAND INCENTIVE

LEARN MORE

wdrc.info/housing

LEARN MORE

wdrc.info/water-tank-rebate

CREATE YOUR HEADSPACE!
If you’re aged between 13 - 18
submit a design to be turned
into street art and score up to
$250 in cash!
ENTRIES CLOSE 12 SEPT 2022
*Terms and Conditions apply

westerndownsarts.com.au/street-art

APPL
TODA Y
Y!
LEARN MORE

wdrc.info/adopt-a-street-tree

Local ARTICLE
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‘ASIA PACIFIC CONTEMPORATY THREE
DECADES OF APT’ here in Miles
Photos provided by: QAGOMA
On Friday, 8th July 2022 the John Mullins Memorial Art
Gallery opened their doors and gave people a glimpse
of QAGOMA’s Asian Pacific Contemporary Art collection,
which had travelled just days before all the way from
Stanthorpe.
The Queensland Art Gallery | Gallery of Modern Art
(QAGOMA) houses a globally significant collection of
contemporary art from Australia, Asia and the Pacific,
which has been fostered by the APT. Since 1993, the Asia
Pacific Triennial of Contemporary Art (APT) takes over
QAGOMA every three years, latest recently ended April
2022, and its series has drawn over three million visitors.
It is an art exhibition with film program, Children’s Art
Centre projects, and a dedicated public program of
talks and workshops. The APT is renowned worldwide
by art enthusiasts.
The QAGOMA celebrates their Asia Pacific Triennial of
Contemporary Art flagship exhibition by creating this
touring exhibition with a vast selection of art which has
been appearing in the Triennial over the past 30 years.
The exhibition ‘Asia Pacific
Contemporary’ showcases various
art works from Aotearoa New
Zealand, Australia, Cambodia,
China, India, Indonesia, Pakistan,
Papua New Guinea, Taiwan,
picture 1
Vanuatu and Vietnam and reflects
the ATP’s goal to embrace contemporary art in all
its forms and encourages people to see and feel the
creations with an open mind.
Knowing all this, isn’t it amazing that we have free
access to this remarkable exhibition here in Miles?
To share the art, QAGOMA goes above and beyond by
ensuring each detail is met to preserve and secure the
art. Having a touring exhibition means a lot of logistics,

e.g. finding suitable galleries, with the help of QAGOMA
installers setting up the art to fit each gallery, while
ensuring a safe transportation by hiring trucks with
climate control and special shock absorbers and much
more.
John Mullins Memorial Art Gallery
ticks the boxes as it is equipped to
host art pieces which need particular
room temperatures and humidity to
ensure the preservation of the art
pieces. QAGOMA employees Nick,
Ben and Zane delivered and installed
picture 2
the art pieces with the help of
WDRC Arts &Culture Officer Anne Keam and Dogwood
Crossing Gallery volunteers, who assisted with hanging
the exhibition.
Let’s celebrate the diversity and vibrancy of the Asia
Pacific Contemporary Art by diving into the local
exhibition.
The touring QAGOMA exhibition has 12 stops, Miles
being the third venue, and will have its final destination
in Hervey Bay in July 2024. Find the tour venues and
further information about the QAGOMA on their
website: www.qagoma.qld.gov.au
You can also find more video art of the APT at the
Leichhardt Art Gallery in Wandoan. It will be on show
until the 2nd September 2022.
EXHIBITION is open from 9 July – 20 August 2022
picture 1: Lorraine Connelly-Northey
Waradgerie people
Australia b.1962; Narbong 2012
Rusted reinforcing mesh and steel irrigation pipe; 160 x 170 x 15cm
Purchased 2012. Queensland Art Gallery and Queensland Art Gallery
Foundation
Photograph: Mark Sherwood, QAGOMA © Lorraine Connelly-Northey
picture 2: Guogu Zheng; China b.1970
Grand Visionary Transformation of Hevajra 2016; Oil on canvas; 197 x 134cm
The Kenneth and Yasuko Myer Collection of Contemporary Asian Art.
Purchased 2017 with funds from Michael Sidney Myer through the
Queensland Art Gallery | Gallery of Modern Art Foundation
Photograph: Natasha Harth, QAGOMA © Guogu Zheng

Origin 2023
Apprentice Intake
Secure an apprenticeship or traineeship
with Australia’s leading integrated
energy company, Origin
MIGAS Apprentices & Trainees has once again partnered
with Origin for their 2023 Apprentice and Trainee Intake
Choose from the following roles:
Electrotechnology and Instrumentation
Wellsite Operations
Water Industry Operations

APPLICATIONS OPEN NOW!
Closing date: Friday 19 August 2022

For details and to apply online visit

www.migas.com.au/origin

Local ARTICLE
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Meandarra’s First
NAIDOC Celebrations
Photos provided by: Outlaw Photos
On 12th July 2022, Meandarra held its first ever NAIDOC celebration. It was generously supported by the QAS LAC,
Graincorp, Shell QGC and the local community.
Approximately 150 people attend including locals and schools of Meandarra, Meandarra Kindergarten, Glenmorgan,
Westmar and Hannaford. All enjoyed a fully catered day and many activities. The indigenous dance group ‘Mura Biri
Gururu Group’ performanced and local artist Greg Locke providing learning opportunities about indigious tools and
weapons, as well as playing the didgeridoo and clap sticks. One lucky boy from Westmar even winning and taking
home a didge!
Each school did a mural painting with Brett from Billyara and Susie Klein had a fabulous body paint and craft stall
that the kids loved. In between workshops the children had fun painting boomerangs and making Torres Strait Island
head dresses and reading dreamtime stories. Meandarra QAS organised for a T-shirt to be printed for every child to
commemorate the day as well as a goodie bag. Much fun was had by all.

Mura Biri Gururu Dancers

Kids enjoying the work shops

Greg Locke performing a smoking ceremony

Graincorp sponsors

Brett from Billyara

Greg Locke’s display

Mura Biri Gururu Dancers

Left to Right:
Mr &Mrs Locke
Susie Klein
Mural 1 by Billyara and
children

An update from the Dulacca Wind Farm
The Wind Farm consists of 43 wind turbines, with the first two now installed. The turbines can be observed
standing tall near the Brigalow Forest as motorists approach the Drillham grain silos from Miles. These are the
first of the 43 turbines that make up the Wind Farm. Concrete pours of the turbine foundations continue and
components continue to be delivered to the site from the Port of Brisbane along the Warrego Highway.
While the towers are made of steel, the project creates a large amount of timber packaging which, if not
carefully managed, will be a waste product.
In keeping with Vestas' and RES' environmental commitment to minimise waste, the packaging material is
being offered to local groups and individuals who would use these materials for recycling projects.
Several trailers of materials have already been provided to the local
SES, CWA, Men's Shed and the Miles High School.
In August, Ken Brown from the Miles & District Football Club and
Robert Gardiner from Vestas will be collecting timber from
packaging, to build an on-ground catering shed. They are seeking
volunteers to help de-nail, trim, cut, paint, saw and nail.
If you are interested in volunteering, please contact Ken or Robert
(0457 039 168) for more information.
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The Bunya Mountains Community
Association Inc (BMCAI)
Written by: Carol Weekes, Secretary, BMCAI
The Bunya Mountains Community Association Inc
(BMCAI) is a collective of Bunya Mountains property
owners who aim to enhance the community livability,
including safety aspects, for residents and visitors in the
Bunya Mountains, maintain the unique environmental
and cultural heritage aspects of the Bunya Mountains,
and create, develop and support communication and
collaboration to address local issues and plan for the
future.

BMCAI was formed in 2016, to provide a platform for
local representation to governments to address the
very low levels of public infrastructure development
and maintenance on the Bunya Mountains (despite
it being promoted as the “jewel in the crown” for
tourism activities). A group of local residents met to
discuss pertinent issues affecting the community and
went on to compile those concerns into the first Bunya
Mountains Community Plan. BMCAI engages extensively
with both Western Downs and South Burnett Regional
Councils (as the boundary runs through our community)
to progress issues concerning roads and public parks
and to address the lack of community infrastructure.
BMCAI also facilitates social and fundraising events in
a bid to raise funds to construct a Community Centre
in the Bunya Mountains as the community does not
currently have any public buildings where they can
meet, recreate, socialize, workshop and generally
support each other.
Most other small rural communities have a hall or church
or sport facility where they can gather.

BMCAI is currently planning two exciting social and
fundraising events. These are:
•

The Bunya Mountains Walks Back in Time- In the
bush where it happened is a week-end event
being held on 17th and 18th September 2022. The
aim of the week-end is to explore sites of historical
and cultural significance in the Bunya Mountains.
The event is open to ticket holders only and the
numbers are limited. If you are interested in this
event, see the BMCAI Facebook page for the Flyer
and Program or email bunyamcainc@gmail.com for
the Ticket Order Form or for further information.

•

The Bunya Mountains Dinner Under the Stars
2022 will be held at Dandabah, Bunya Mountains
on Saturday 19th November 2022. Participants
will be able to enjoy a fabulous 3 course dinner
prepared by the Bunyas Bistro under the guidance
of Celebrity Chef, Matt Golinski. Matt will also be
our inspirational speaker at this event. Local band
RYZA will provide the entertainment. Uncle Wayne
Fossey, Elder and Vice President of the Bunya
Peoples Aboriginal Corporation, and Donna Glass,
local Astrophotographer, will explain the beautiful
night sky above during the evening (there are no
street lights in the Bunya Mountains so the night
sky viewing is truly amazing. Tickets will soon be
available but if you would like to pre-book tickets,
then please email bunyamcainc@gmail.com

APPLICATIONS NOW OPEN
SHELL QGC’S COMMUNITIES FUND

Don’t miss the opportunity to get your application in for Shell’s QGC Communities
Fund. Community groups from the Western Downs and the township of Taroom can
access between $20,000 and $100,000 to support their local project. The fund
focuses on activities that contribute to one or more of the following areas:
Supporting the elderly, mental health, youth and families; Safety; Environment; Regional
Connectivity; Attract and retain people locally.

Applications open 1st August, and close midnight 9th September 2022. Download
the guidelines and link to the SmartyGrants application at Shell’s QGC Community
Contributions | Shell Australia.

UPDATE
from the Community Grant
Writer- Kate Bradley
The latter half of the year is traditionally a busy time for grants, with many grantmakers opening once-a-year
funding programs. I will be hosting online information sessions about upcoming grant opportunities (including the
QGC Communities Fund) during August. Please contact me (details below) if you would like to register your interest
to attend an online session.
The Community Grants Writer is a free service offered to not-for-profit community groups, organisations, and
Traditional Owner groups in the Western Downs. Th service is funded by Shell QGC and delivered through the
Murilla Community Centre. Appointments are available in Dalby, Chinchilla, Miles, Tara, Wandoan, or via phone/
email. Find more information about my next visits on page 60.
For more information, contact Kate via email mccmgrants@bigpond.com or phone 0499 805 858.

Invoice

Account 76 2037 037

A receipt will be issued upon payment.

BSB 084 810

Thank you for being part of a proactive Chamber that is working to
enhance life in the Miles District

NAB

Direct Deposit: Please email completed form to miles.cciq@gmail.com and deposit into the
following account (please remember to include your business name):

Payment Methods

$ ____________

Total Amount Paid:

$ 200
$ 100
$ 50
$ 35

•
speaking to stakeholders and investors around
try to achieve more affordable housing in Miles to help
low income workers and those needing social housing

Business with 20 or more employees
Business with fewer than 20 employees
Community group / not for profit
Individual

•
looking for ways to get better recruitment and
retention for jobs in area

Membership Fees:

•
trying to investigate ways overcome the
parking issues in the main street because of the recent
developments

Membership 2021/2022

The Miles and District Chamber of Commerce and
Community, in short the Chamber, has been working
on a number of issues this year. This includes :

Invoice Details

Yes / No

I hereby give permission for the Chamber to include the above details in any promotional material
put out by the Chamber and the other members of the Chamber via the Member’s Directory.

(please update details if changed or incomplete)

Email address: «Email»

Contacts: «Individual__Contact_Names»

Contact Telephone Number/s: «Phone»

Postal Address: «Address»

Name of Business/Cub/Individual: «Business_Names»

I/We wish to become a financial member / renew membership of the Miles & District
Chamber of Commerce Inc.

Miles & District Chamber of Commerce is an ‘Incorporated Not for Profit Group’ and ‘Not Registered for GST’

Email Address: Miles.CCIQ@gmail.com

ABN 27 783 002 198.
Association Incorporation Number IA02637

Membership Application 2022 - 2023
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Miles Chamber of Commerce &
Community invites
This will be released before the end of the month.

The Chamber will be looking for a new committee at its
AGM in September, so please think about volunteering
to help lead the community for the next year and/or
to join the Chamber. Remember “… many hands make
light work…

AGM on Friday, 02nd September 2022 at the
Leichhardt Centre Dawson Street, Miles 5:30 6:30pm Guest speaker of the night will be Bryson Head
MP, Member for Callide.

We are looking forward seeing you there.

•
developing a list of priority projects for the
community which will improve livability in the town.
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7th Women’s Wellness Day
On Wednesday 31st of August 2022 the Leichhardt Hall
will be buzzing with chatter and good vibes. Murilla
Community Centre invites for the 7th time to celebrate
women from this district. The Leichhardt Centre will
showcase an array of stalls, offering a wide range of
shopping opportunities, a fashion show and some
informative presentations.
This year’s guest speaker will be Benita Bensch. She is
a Mum of four, coach to mothers,
certified motherhood studies
practitioner, bestselling author,
speaker and primary producer. She
and her husband Adam and their
sons aged 4 to 8 run a mixed farm
west of Moonie in Queensland.
From a career in the beef industry, to public relations,
building a successful business in rural marketing and
communications, then evolving into coaching, helping
people has always been at the heart of Benita’s work.
And now, with the support of her virtual team, Benita is
on a mission to help mothers globally to thrive. Through
her transformative programs she helps ambitious mums
feeling lost in motherhood reclaim their sense of self
and live life by their design.

Miles Head Office 07 4627 1294
21 Lynagh St, Miles Qld 4415

Her desire to specifically support mothers was borne
from her own health and wellbeing challenges on
the journey to and through motherhood. Whether it’s
helping mothers rediscover who they are after babies,
create clarity and confidence in their career, manage
the daily juggle, or set personal goals that align with
them becoming the best version of themselves - that is
what Benita does on a daily basis with beautiful souls
across the country.
Benita is also passionate about the power of
vulnerability through storytelling. In 2019 she published
her book The Art of Trying: An Intimate Account of My
Journey to Conceive, which was the stepping stone to
her work with mothers. The Art of Trying is her personal
account of infertility, pregnancy loss, endometriosis
and the struggle of trying to conceive when living
remotely. This collection of her journal entries, photos,
experiences and anecdotes has connected women the
world over, and received Amazon Bestseller Status.
Benita is focused on creating a community of thriving
women developing their own true strength and
possibilities, because every single woman deserves to
live to her highest potential and fullest expression of
herself. We are excited to have Benita and can’t wait to
see you all there.

Did you know we are not just a
coach company!

We also deliver potable drinking water, up to 20 000 litres at a time.
Included in our highly maintained fleet an extendable drop deck trailer and flat bed trailer, with container pins.

THE MURILLA COMMUNITY CENTRE
PRESENTS

7

Women's
Wellness Day
th

Wed, 31st Aug 2022

10am - 3pm

LEICHHARDT CENTRE, MILES
The 7th Women's Wellness
day held in Miles,
celebrating women from
our district.
The day will showcase an
array of stalls and exciting
demonstrations

Inspiring guest speaker

Benita Bensch
COMPLIMENTARY ENTRY & LUNCH

All ATTENDEES receive a $30 gift voucher to be spent locally or with any stall-holder on the day.
Please RSVP by Friday, 26th August to Murilla Community Centre on 07 4627 2027 to secure your spot!
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NEW NAME AS
WESTERN DOWNS
THERAPY EXPANDS
HEALTH SERVICES
Western Downs Therapy (formerly Noelle
Nevin
Occupational
Therapy)
has
expanded its services to people of
Chinchilla and the Western Downs with
the addition of Speech Therapy at its
Canaga Street clinic in Chinchilla.

Downs
Therapy
offers
The clinic is based in Chinchilla and Western
Add
littlebitbit
body
Add aatowns
little
of of
body
text text
individually-designed
treatment
for
services many of the surrounding
clients including:
in the region also.
“It’s great to be based here in Chinchilla
and offer valuable services that some
smaller regional towns can often miss
out on.” said Noelle.

Child development and behaviour
Supporting the elderly/disabled to
remain independent as possible in
their home.
Improving both verbal and nonverbal communication skills
Increasing literacy skills and abilities
Work rehabilitation
Individual counselling
Home modification advice
Determining assistive equipment

The team at the clinic now includes: an
Occupational Therapist, Speech Therapist
and Therapy Assistant/Practice Manager.

The team at Business Navigator are
assisting with the rebranding process.

Previously focused on Occupational
Therapy and Counselling services, its
good news for the community having
Speech Therapy available also.

For more information please email
admin@westerndownstherapy.com.au
or to make an appointment please
phone 07 4662 7664.

“Treatment is available to anyone in the
community, and you don’t need a
doctor’s referral to access Western
Downs Therapy services.” said Noelle.

Business Navigator Western Downs is supported by Shell's
QGC business and delivered by Toowoomba and Surat
Basin Enterprise. The social investment program, supported
by Shell’s joint venture partners Tokyo Gas and CNOOC,
contributes to a strong and diverse economy within the
Western Downs.

Smoko Answers
Sudoku
easy - medium

Classified
Alterations
Dressmaking – alterations and
mending
Contact Val 0408 682 011
Blonde D’Aquatane Weaners
If you want more beef on your
weaners inquire today.
Heifers and bulls available.
0458 000 951
Business Computer Systems
IT support, design & consulting for
SMBs
0457 317 942
Crafts by Sharon
Handmade gifts knitted &
crochet.
Contact Sharon 0473 249 323
FOR SALE
Commercial Angus Bulls
07 4627 4437
FOR SALE
Ragdoll Kittens
0409 246 329
Guitar Repairs & Setups
located in Miles
electric & accoustic guitars
Fender certified technician
0429 641 030
Potable Water Deliveries
Palmer’s Coaches, Palmers
Transport & Logistics
Contact 4627 1294
WANT TO BUY
1950-1960 Soft Drink Bottles made
in Cordial Factory in Chinchilla or
Roma
0409 486 413

Appointments every second
Tuesday - To book, please contact
Murilla Community Centre
07 4627 2027
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FOR SALE
4-Bedroom-House in Wandoan
newly painted, new vinyl, new
fencing & more. Contact Col 0473
252 2104

HAY FOR SALE- 4x4 round bales
Green-cut hay- (Maxamillet $99;
Petrel wheat $99; Forage $77/$60)
Grass $66; Stubble hay $66/$55/$50
Phone Jim Gosden 0427 584 397

MILES COUNTRY MUSIC
The third Sunday of each month at
the Catholic Church Hall. Contact
Maree 07 4627 1494

Missy’s Healing Room
Angel reading, Energy clearing
Home cleansing, Massage therapy
Distance sessions
0459483972

Hummingbirds Goal Setting
Are you interested in changing your
life and setting goals?
Take the first step and
call Alicia 0402 691 178
Intuitive Engery Therapy
Energy healing therapy, card reading and spiritual art messages.
Contact Leanne 0458 928 510
Jumping Castle Hire
from the Meandarra Anzac
Memorial Museum
0429 332 119
Katelann Maree Health & Fitness
Personal Training, Group Fitness,
Health & Wellbeing Services
For a full list of services contact
0431 334 029
FOR SALE
DOG Muzzle
Baskerville Size 4 brand new
0417 619 636
FOR SALE
Pups 5months blue-speckled
(no tan)
0487 234 764
SURAT MUSIC MORNINGS
Every 3rd Tuesday of the month.
9:30am-12pm Everyone is welcome.
Contact Wendy for more info
0418 205 810
FOR SALE
6x4 Box Trailer with OZTRAIL Camper
with extras
0407 639 154

Dedicated Computer Services
Qualified & insured. IT serves
8 years experience
Phone Cris 0481 266 481
FOR SALE FOR REMOVAL
3 Bedroom Cottage in
Condamine Area
Ph: 0488 965 895
M: 0429 623 752
FOR SALE
Large Removal Cartons
450x680mm very strong, $2 each
0427 007 737
Social Tennis
All welcome each Wednesday
7-8AM at Miles Courts
Contact Janene
0458 490 466
WANT TO BUY
Male Moustache Conure Parrot Bird
to accompany female bird
0407639154
Qualified mechanic required
Fulltime, 5-days-a-week
Miles Auto Parts
07 4627 2066

Do you have a service to
offer or have something
for sale? You can advertise
for free in the classified
section. Simply email:
mccmcd@bigpond.com or
call 0746272027

Around the COMMUNITY
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Church Services
Catholic Church - Miles
Catholic Church Dulacca
•

2nd Sunday 9:00am

Cnr Dawson & Edith Streets, Miles
•
•

1st Sunday 8:00am Mass
2nd Sunday (Sat. vigil) 6:00pm
Mass

Crossroads Christian
Outreach

Crossroads Christian
Outreach
64 Murilla Street, Miles
•

Every 1. Sunday of the month
Service 9:30am

•

Men’s Prayer group
Wednesdays 5pm

Catholic Church - Miles
• 3rd Sunday 8:00am
Liturgy with Communion
•
•

4th Sunday 8:00am Mass
5th Sunday 8:00am Ecumenical
Service

Lutheran Church - Miles
• 1st-4th Saturday 5:00pm (HC)
• 5th Sunday 8:00am
Ecumenical Service
Contact Jean Austin or Pastor Mark

Ph: 0419 175 280

Ph: 0437 195 795

Church of United
Spiritualism Australia-Miles

Presbyterian Church Miles
Cnr Murilla & Dawson Streets,
Miles
•

Sundays 9:00am

Ph: 0427 163 050

Services will be held on the 2nd
Monday of every month 1:30pm at
Senior Citizen Building & 4th Monday
of every Month, 1:30pm via Zoom
Meeting For further information ring
Reverend Leanne 0458928510
email larchinal@gmail.com

Presbyterian Church Wandoan

St Luke’s Anglican Church
Cnr Dawson & Constance Sts, Miles

Moore Street
•
•

• Sundays 9:30am
Contact Rev Laurie Peake

Every Sunday 8:00am
5th Sunday 8:00am Ecum.Serv

Ph: 0419 779 686

Ph: 0438 274 157

The Gums Church

Tara Community Church

Wandoan AOG
23 Royd Street

•

Sunday Service 9:00am

Ph: 4669 4336

•

3rd Sunday 9:30am

Ph: 4669 4336

•
•

10:00am Every Sunday
5th Sunday 10:30am
Wandoan Churches together

Ph 0429 200 589

Around the COMMUNITY
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Church Services
•

Chinchilla Church of
Christ

Country Hope Church

Chinchilla Uniting Church

16 Villiers St, Chinchilla

3 Burbank St, Chinchilla

31 Middle St, Chinchilla

Every Sunday 10.00am

Ph: 4668 9522

•

•

Every Sunday 10.00am

Ph: 4662 7318

Ph: 4668 9471

Our Lady Help of
Christians - Chinchilla
Catholic Church
1st & 3rd Saturday 6:00pm		
Vigil Mass

•

•

Presbyterian Church of
Queensland- Chinchilla
•

Every Sunday 10.00am &
6.00pm

Ph: 4668 9721

Our Lady Help of
Christians - Chinchilla
Catholic Church

Our Lady Help of
Christians - Chinchilla
Catholic Church

8 Villiers St, Chinchilla
•

•

Every Sunday 9.30am

2nd & 4th Sunday 9:00am Mass

5th Sunday 9:00am		
Liturgy of the Word

Ph: 4662 7031

Life Church Chinchilla

Trinity Lutheran Church

117 Cemetery Rd, Chinchilla

25 Sheriff St, Chinchilla

Every Sunday 10.00am

Ph: 4669 1083

St Luke’s Markets
St Luke’s Church
Dawson Street, Miles
Second Saturday of the month
8:30am - 12 noon
Contact 0419 779 686
Chinchilla Markets
Chinchilla Showgrounds
Gaske Lane
Third Sunday of the month
Starts 7am
Contact 0439 074 088

•

Every Sunday 8.30am

Ph: 0429 046 663

Taroom Markets
Leichhardt Park, Taroom
Second Sunday of the month
8:00am - 12 noon
Ade 0427 596 417
Heady 0428 273 025

Community Markets
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Community Grant
Writer- Kate Bradley
Need assistance with a grant application?

Chinchilla (Chinchilla
Community Centre) – 23rd
August
Dalby
(Myall Youth&Community
Network Centre)–11th August
Miles (Murilla Community
Centre)–25th August
Tara (Tara Neighbourhood
Centre)–24th August

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The free, personalised service is offered to
not-for-profit community groups and organisations, Traditional Owner groups in the Western Downs and assists them with accessing
and securing grants and funding.
This free service, which is funded by Shell’s
QGC Business and delivered by the
Murilla Community Centre is available to provide ease of access to the service. The Community Grants Writer regularly visits Dalby,
Chinchilla, Miles, Tara, and Wandoan.
For more information, contact Kate at
mccmgrants@bigpond.com or 0402 266 536
to book an appointment to meet during an
upcoming Community Days.

Miles Child Health

TELEHEALTH PSYCHOLOGISTS
AVAILABLE NOW

Miles Child Health nurse Helen Wylie is based at
the Primary Health Care Unit at Miles Hospital.
Helen is an experienced Midwife and Child Health
nurse with over 20 years of experience working
with families in our region. Our service offers
parenting advice and support as your baby grows
and develops from newborn and beyond. A Child
health nurse can assist with regular health checks
for infants and children, help manage behaviour
issues and support your parenting needs of:

Psychologists are trained in supporting a range
of individual needs from depression, anxiety,
suicidality, neuro diverse individuals, relationshiop
needs, work place stress, NDIS participants and
even sports psychology.

Getting to know your baby
Breastfeeding
Growth and developmental milestones
Healthy eating habits – introduction of solids
Sleep patterns – settling techniques
Immunisation
Hearing assessments
Appointments are available on Monday, Tuesday
and Wednesday for both Clinic scheduled
appointments and Home visiting as required.
Contact Helen on 4628 5629 or the Miles Hospital
on 4628 5600.

No waitlist. Referrals are welcome, and the client
can see the psychologist straight away.
Usage of secure video link for all appointments (or
phone if this is a preference) with simple access.
Costs: You can use your NDIS plan or go to your
GP to receive a Mental Health Care Plan.It allows
10 partially rebated individual therapy sessions
(rebate of $87.45) per calendar year. GP review
after 6 sessions.
Referrals from Paediatricians and psychiatrists will
also allow for 10 sessions per calendar year with
the same rebates.
More info available on their website
www.easyaccesspsychology.com
Please send referals to:
info@easyaccesspsychology.com or
call 0427 9954 14 or post to
PO Box 828
Mullumbimby, NSW, 2482
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Miles Community Bus
The Murilla Community Bus is transport facilitated by the Murilla Community Centre.
Transport is available from Miles to Dalby or Toowoomba including stops, when requested, in Dalby.
This bus assists members of the community who are unable to drive, do not have a vehicle, or do not have family
or friends to assist with transport and therefore cannot access local Miles businesses as well as non urgent medical
appointments in Dalby or Toowoomba.
These appointments can include X-rays or other tests, specialists appointments and/or hospital appointments.
One bus is equipped with a wheelchair lifter.
Transport is available the 2nd Tuesday and 4th Thursday of each month (departure times will depend on the time
ofJanuary
the first appointment). See bus
timetable below for an outline
February
Marchof all dates for 2022. April
Ask your referring doctor for a Patient Travel Subsidy form (PTS) to receive a rebate on the cost of travel.
Tuesday
11 the Murilla
Tuesday
Tuesday
12
Please
visit or contact
Community8Centre on 07Tuesday
4627 2027 for 8
bookings or information.

Community Centre Toowoomba Bus Timetable 2022

Thursday

27

May

Thursday

24

Thursday

24

BUS TABLE 2022

June

July

Thursday

28

August

Tuesday

10

Tuesday

14

Tuesday

12

Tuesday

9

Thursday

26

Thursday

23

Thursday

28

Thursday

25

September

October

November

December

Tuesday

13

Tuesday

11

Tuesday

8

Tuesday

13

Thursday

22

Thursday

27

Thursday

24

Thursday
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Advertising in the Community Newsletter
If you know of anyone in our community who has done really well at their chosen sport,
charity work or a personal interest, please let us know! We can congratulate or thank
them publicly and show how proud you and the community are of them. We also encourage people to advise us of local community events so we can assist with getting
the word out to the community with FREE or low cost advertising.
If you have photos of past events or activities within our community please contact us.
Bookings are required by the first week of every month. This does not mean you need
to send your ad in this early! We just need you plan the layout of the Community
Newsletter.
Articles and Advertisements will be required by the 15th of the month before.
If you would like to advertise your business or upcoming event, please contact
Murilla Community Centre on mccmcd@bigpond.com or 07 4627 2027.

Smoko WRITES
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Sudoku 			

solutions on page 51

Spot the differences from Museum of Fine Arts St.Petersburg - answers on page 51,
Artwork: Jan Breughel the Younger’s Still Life with Flowers

Cheap & Easy RECIPES
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Lemon-misu
Makes 8 servings | 15min prep
Ingredients
•
450ml thickened cream
•
250g (1 cup) mascarpone
•
100g (1/2 cup) caster sugar
•
185ml (3/4 cup) lemon juice cordial
•
24 sponge finger biscuits (savoiardi)
•
2/3 cup lemon curd
•
1 lemon
•
by choice 60ml (1/4 cup) limoncello
Method
1. Use electric beaters to beat the cream, mascarpone, sugar and limoncello (if using) in a bowl until
firm peaks form.
2. Place the cordial and 180ml (¾ cup) water in a
wide shallow bowl or tray.
3. Dip a biscuit into the cordial mixture, allowing
excess liquid to drip back into the bowl. Place into
the base of an 18 x 28cm (8 cup) dish. Repeat with
half the remaining biscuits. Arrange to make a neat
layer over the base of the dish (breaking to fit, if
needed).
4. Spread half the mascarpone mixture evenly over
the biscuits in the dish. Dot half the lemon curd
over and use a flat-bladed knife to swirl through
the mascarpone mixture.
5. Repeat to make another layer of dipped biscuits.
Spread with a final layer of mascarpone mixture.
Swirl through remaining curd. Cover and place in
the fridge overnight. Decorate with lemon slices,
to serve.
Recipes credit: taste.com.au

Healthier croque
madame crepes
Makes 6 servings | 5min prep | 10min cook
Ingredients
•
1/2 cup buckwheat flour
•
3/4 cup milk
•
1/4 cup water
•
7 eggs
•
10g butter, melted
•
6 tablespoons finely grated gruyère
•
60g baby spinach, shredded
•
120g sliced ham, shredded
•
Mixed micro herbs, to serve
Method
1. Place the buckwheat flour in a bowl. Make a well
in the centre. Whisk in the milk, 1/4 cup of water, 1
egg and 10g melted butter in a jug. Pour into the
flour. Whisk until smooth.
2. Lightly grease a 20-22cm non-stick frying pan and
heat over medium heat. Pour in 1/4 cup batter and
immediately tilt the pan to cover the base. Sprinkle
1 tbs finely grated gruyère in the centre. Top with
10g shredded baby spinach, 20g shredded sliced
ham and a fried egg. Cook until the edge of the
crepe is crisp. Fold over edges. Repeat to make 6
crepes.
3. Sprinkle with micro herbs. Season and serve.

Community CALENDAR

64

August
3rd

CWA Miles Branch Meeting, CWA Rooms, Corbett Drive

4th

Miles Chamber of Commerce, MCC Meeting Room 5:30pm
Free Chinchilla Community Concert, 6:30pm at Country Hope Church, more info on page 17

5th

Free Tara Community Concert with QLD Symphony Orchestra musicians 10:30am, Memorial Hall

6th

Pig Races - Fundraiser at Hotel Australia, Miles

7th

MRAC Auditions 10am at Murilla Room, more info page 19

9th

Miles District Hospital Aux. Inc. Bingo, 9:15am Senior Citizens Rooms. All welcome.

10th

Social Bowls at Miles Bowls Club, 5:30pm weekly event
Optometrist Lincoln Wagner at Murilla Community Centre, book appointment ph: 4627 2027

13th

St. Lukes Markets - Miles, Phone 0419 779 686
Music Mornings in Surat - Ridgy Didge (Australian Bush Dance) Afternoon

14th

Miles Show Online Workshops, 10.30am more info on page 38

23rd

Low Impact Exercise 10-11am at Mary Mackillop Hall, Miles $5

24th

Senior Citizen Meeting 9:30am at Senior’s Room, opposite Foodworks
Community Grant Writer Kate Bradley at Tara Neighbourhood Centre, more info page 56

25th

RSL Meeting 11am, 26 Marian St, Miles
Miles Show Meeting, Walsh Pavilion 7pm. All welcome.

26th

Miles District Hospital Aux. Inc. Bingo, 9:15am Senior Citizens Rooms. All welcome.
Miles District Hospital Aux Inc. Meeting 2pm, Hospital Conference Room. All welcome.

28th

Miles Show Online Workshops, 10.30am more info on page 38

31st

Women’s Wellness Day, Leichhardt Hall, 10am - 3pm, RSVP essential. Please call 07 4627 2027

We want to hear from you! Share an upcoming event, photos or stories with the readers of the
Community Newseltter! Email mccmcd@bigpond.com or contact us at the Murilla Community
Centre 07 4627 2027

Community News is supported by Origin as Upstream operator for
Australia Pacific LNG and the Western Downs Regional Council

